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Enabling the student to 

write a good thesis

Combining information retrieval with 
the writing process

Solveig Kavli and Susanne Mikki
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Content

� Søk & Skriv (Search and Write) a web-based
learning system based on both the searching 
process and the writing process.

� Writing as a social action

� Online writing tools in the teaching community

� Experiences from joint library and faculty teaching
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Information Literacy and writing

belong together
� IL and writing are both processes that

triggers creativity and worlds of possibilities.

� Starting writing equals starting searching



2

17.08.06 Creating Knowledge IV

Writing Process in Søk & Skriv

� Writing process from uncertainty to clearity

� Writing in groups

� Developing your own voice in the academic
community
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Research Processes

� Seeking meaning

� Kuhlthau’s approach

� Discovering understanding through writing

� Bean’s approach

� Creating meaning through dialogue

� Bakhtin according to Dysthe

� Creating knowledge through Søk & Skriv
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Example

from 

website
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Example

from same 

website
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Online writing tools in the teaching 

community
� the institution’s learning management system

� online writing tools

� blog tools

� website editors

� e-mail programmes

� Web 2.0 (?)
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Joint library and faculty teaching

- for a holistic view of learning

� Søk & Skriv’s learning objects are 
established in cooperation with the faculty 
teaching staff to ensure academic quality, to 
adjust content and anchor it into the learning 
context.

� Søk & Skriv aims a situated learning model.

� Søk & Skriv is specially designed for distance 
learning students at postgraduate level.
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Example

from same 

website:

Oda’s

diary
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Teaching Information Literacy

Is about

� teaching learning skills 

� teaching academic skills 

By

� Writing

� Communicating

Where the library is one voice
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Online writing tools in the teaching 

community
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Experience with teaching in 

integrated courses

New courses are offered to all freshmen at faculty of 
science where

� IL is a part of the students mandatory beginner course 
(exphil)

� Written assignments are the basis for evaluation of 
students

� Library learning objectives are: 

� Get known with different sources 

� Learn how to find relevant information

� Learn to evaluate sources 

� Get familiar with citing techniques 

� Student evaluations are implemented inside the lms
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Concluding remarks

With Søk & Skriv we

� emphasize that the information retrieval 
process and writing process are tightly 
connected

� enable the students to write a good thesis by 
training writing and communicating

� empower the students to become a part of 
the academic community


